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ALISE: Boundary Crossings 2005 Boston, MA

Message from ALISE President Louise Robbins

Welcome to the 2005 Annual ALISE Conference, taking place at the beginning of our 90th year! Ninety years ago, li-
brary educators were trying to figure out how to prepare librarians for a new profession in the 20th century. Now we are
again trying to determine how to prepare librarians for the 21st century. We need to figure out not only what librarians
and their offspring and cousins are, but also prepare them—and ourselves—for a world inextricably bound by the very
information and communication technologies that are the tools of our profession.

The theme of this conference—Boundary Crossings: LIS Education in a Global Context—represents this new world.
Rather than trying to define boundaries, we are pushing against or crossing them to work together across both geographic
and conceptual space. The boundaries we bridge include national borders, disciplinary arenas, the teaching-practice di-
vide, and many more. We are the original interdisciplinary discipline, many years ahead of the recent recognition that
solutions to modern problems come bundled not in disciplinary wrappings, but require multiple perspectives. We have a
long-standing relationship with practice, which may mean family arguments but always means working toward mutual
ends. We are leaders in crossing physical boundaries of time and space to educate aspiring practitioners through distance
technologies. For many years, but more intensely today, we have forged strong research, teaching, and outreach relation-
ships with colleagues around the globe.

I welcome you and encourage you to take advantage here of opportunities to cross boundaries of your own—to form new

relationships, listen to new ideas, and journey, at least vicariously, into new spaces. Happy Conference!
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A Dozen Reasons to Attend ALISE 2005

Celebrate the 90th birthday of ALISE

Learn from your colleagues presenting papers and
panels

Interview job seekers or look for a position yourself
Renew old friendships and develop new ones
Meet colleagues from across the world

Hear an exciting keynote speaker, William Mitchell,
from MIT

Enjoy the exciting cultural atmosphere of Boston

Get to know the LIS doctoral students—our future
faculty members and colleagues

Visit the first-time ever faculty poster session and
the ever-popular doctoral poster session

Engage in a dialogue with practice in three exciting
plenary sessions

Network, network, network

Participate in shaping the future of LIS education
and ALISE

Message from the Conference Program
Planning Committee

The members of ALISE’s Program Planning Committee
welcome you to the 2005 Conference. This year’s confer-
ence will be a special one, celebrating the 90th anniver-
sary of ALISE. Our conference topic, Boundary Cross-
ings: LIS Education in a Global Context, reflects the
changing world of 21st century library and information
science (LIS) education where faculty, students, and prac-
titioners are linked in a global community of teaching,
learning, research, and practice.

We were pleased that the conference topic was of interest
to so many of our colleagues. Many individuals and
groups submitted paper or panel proposals; unfortunately,
due to the time constraints of the conference schedule, we
were able to accept only some of the submissions, even
though the proposals were of extremely high quality. The
number of proposals received is a strong indication of the
vitality of the association; we would like to thank every-
one who submitted a proposal.

We firmly believe that every member of ALISE, every
educator in an LIS program, and everyone interested in
the future of LIS education, will find many opportunities
to learn from, and to share with, colleagues during the
conference. We hope your time here in Boston will be
exciting and that you will leave with ideas and insights
that will influence your thinking and actions in the years
ahead.






