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Tuesday, January 17 – Friday, January 20, 2012

Dallas, Texas

As we enter the second decade of the millennia, with access to ubiquitous, pervasive, and immediate information, and the rapidly growing reliance on social media for personal and institutional communication, we continue to experience both the opportunities and the challenges to connect in a myriad of ways.  Library and information science, as a discipline, has responded to changes in the information landscape brought about, in part, by the evolution of digital and other technologies.  At the same time, LIS and LIS education have been proactive in reaching out to other domains and disciplines, incorporating curriculum and engaging in research across a wide range of fields.  Within a relatively short time span, many LIS, Information Studies, and i-School programs have grown to include core studies in communications and media, book history/print culture, information systems, health informatics, information policy, material culture, archives and records systems, and museums, to name only a few. 

Information touches all aspects of our personal and work lives, and LIS has been quick to engage across disciplines as social, cultural, and institutional realities have evolved.  Staying connected in the midst of continuous, sometimes profound change is not simply reassuring, but a strategic imperative to the growth and health of society, and, along with it, to the design and promotion of LIS, and of LIS/Information Studies education.  

The theme for the 2012 ALISE Annual Conference builds on that notion of connectedness, and asks us to think beyond, to stretch, to extend our reach – beyond disciplinary boundaries, across the academy, outside of North America, and to areas where a deep understanding of the information lifecycle, of the systems that engage with it, and the individuals who depend on it have been beyond the scope of LIS/Information Studies research and education previously.  What do those as yet unexplored areas have to teach us, and what can we learn from them?  What can those “parallel universes” tell us about information that we can use to enhance our own curricula and foci for research?

We invite you to experience ALISE 2012 – to contribute, to participate to expand your own horizons, creating opportunities, and engaging with colleagues nationally and internationally!   Along with exciting scholarship that is the focus of conference sessions for contributed papers, juried panels, doctoral research posters and works in progress, and SIG panels, and opportunities for sharing ideas with colleagues through roundtable discussions, “birds of a feather”, and informal networking, will be some innovative programming – launched by the keynote speaker – around the conference theme.  Watch for a new “virtual conference” session,  a special program on “convergence”, and a “critical making” component. Details about the dynamic ALISE 2012 Academy program, Leading from Where You Are, are included in your 2011 conference package.  

Please check the ALISE website (www.alise.org) periodically for more detailed calls for participation, encompassing a range of types of conference sessions: 

· Juried Paper Proposals - Deadline: July 30, 2011 http://www.alise.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=124475&orgId=ali 

· Juried paper proposals should be sent to Don Latham at dlatham@fsu.edu
· Juried programs including SIG panels, roundtable discussions, workshops, innovative panel formats - Deadline: July 30, 2011  http://data.memberclicks.com/site/ali/alise_call_for__programs_June_21_2011.pdf  

· SIG Panel proposals should be sent to Andrew Wertheimer at alisesigs@gmail.com
· Other juried programs (panels, roundtable discussions, workshops,etc) should be sent to Toni Carbo at tcarbo14@gmail.com 

· Research poster sessions, including works in progress and doctoral student judged poster session - Deadline: October 3, 2011 http://data.memberclicks.com/site/ali/CallforPosters_JTS_2012.pdf 

· Doctoral student research poster abstracts should be sent to Deborah Barreau at barreau@email.unc.edu

The core committee coordinating conference planning for 2012 includes:

Conference Planning Committee Co-Chair: Toni Carbo, Drexel – tcarbo14@gmail.com
Conference Planning Committee Co-Chair: Andrew Dillon, University of Texas, Austin – adillon@ischool.utexas.edu 

Chair, Doctoral Poster Session: Deborah Barreau, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill – barreau@email.unc.edu 

Chair, Contributed Papers: Don Latham, Florida State University - dlatham@fsu.edu 

ALISE Academy Co-Chair: Connie Van Fleet, University of Oklahoma – cvanfleet@ou.edu 
ALISE Academy Co-Chair: Melissa Gross, Florida State University – mgross@fsu.edu 

Director for Special Interest Groups: Andrew Wertheimer, Hawaii - wertheim@hawaii.edu 
Board Liaison: Lynne Howarth, University of Toronto – lynne.howarth@utoronto.ca 
